International Women’s Day: March 8th 2009
Theme: “The equal sharing of responsibilities between women and men”

Press Statement

Every year March 8th is set aside as a day to honour women’s struggles and achievements in the past years and to call attention to other areas of concerns that are critical to women’s life in particular and the society in general. BAOBAB for Women’s Human Rights (BAOBAB) is joining other groups around the world to mark the day. BAOBAB’s theme for this year is “The equal sharing of responsibilities between women and men”.
 It is now a reality that so much cannot be achieved without the collective recognition and contribution of women and men to development. From time immemorial women’s effort and contribution to development has not be duly recognized and appreciated except with a mention in passing. The choice of this theme for this year is to strengthen the call for urgent actions towards the equal sharing of responsibilities and the recognition of the contributions.

The  Preamble of the Declaration of the Right to Development, adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1986, which describes “development as a comprehensive economic, social, cultural and political process that aims at the constant improvement of the well-being of the entire population and of all individuals on the basis of their active, free and meaningful participation in development and in the fair distribution of resulting benefits”.  

Activities planned for the day include:

· Mobilization and a one-day sensitization seminar for women in the rural community of Badagry Local Government Area of Lagos, South West, Nigeria. The mobilization and sensitization will be carried out in partnership with government of the Local Government. This is in continuation of BAOBAB’s intervention activities with women in the rural communities. Before now, BAOBAB had worked with other Local Governments in Lagos State and in some of the Outreach States spread across Nigeria. 
· Simultaneously, media campaign, mobilization and sensitization of women will take place in all BAOBAB’s Outreach States. They include, Taraba, Adamawa, Borno, Kaduna, Kano, Katsina, Oyo, Osun, Lagos, Kwara, Kogi, Edo, Zamfara and Plateau States. This is also in continuation of BAOBAB’s advocacy work both within and outside Nigeria
· Distribution of IEC materials: Large number of existing IEC materials have been reproduced for distribution both in Outreach States and other places as part of the campaign to raise awareness on women’s rights issues.

The results expected from these activities include increased solidarity amongst women, recognition of their contribution to the development of their community and the country at large; opening up of discussions on other areas of intervention for the promotion and protection of women’s human rights and ultimately to have a world free from violence, discrimination and injustice which is crucial to building a just, peaceful and sustainable world where human rights for all are respected. 
BAOBAB is a not for profit making, non governmental women’s human rights organization, which focuses on women’s legal rights issues under customary, statutory and religious laws in Nigeria. BAOBAB operates from a national office in Lagos and with outreach teams in 14 states across Nigeria. The organization works with women, legal and paralegal professionals, human rights NGOs, CBOs, the media and members of the general public.

BAOBAB is using this occasion to call on the Federal Government of Nigeria to expedite action in implementing all relevant policies relating to women and children. The government should also facilitate the process towards the domestication of all signed international conventions to ensure the promotion and protection of women’s human rights in Nigeria. The government should also put in place appropriate mechanisms to monitor its gender mainstreaming effort to ensure its practicability. Resource allocation should be through gender-sensitive budgeting from the local government to the national level.
Finally, BAOBAB calls on government at all levels to give appropriate recognition to the critical role played by NGOs in awareness-raising, advocacy, monitoring and programme delivery. 

Signed 

Sindi Medar-Gould

Executive Director
